Otolaryngology and the Internet. E-mail and the World Wide Web.
Computer technology and Internet-based communications are evolving at a tremendous rate. At present, most physicians either have or can easily obtain online access. E-mail represents a new method of interpersonal communication, with many useful applications in the field of clinical medicine. The World Wide Web has developed over the past few years into a vast information resource, with global reach and the ability to provide users with text and audio and video materials on every conceivable topic. These modalities are discussed in detail, stressing controversial aspects such as e-mail security, validation of content, professional liability as it relates to online comments, and the academic status of Web publishing.